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About WACC 
 
 
Mission statement 
 
The World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) promotes communication for 
social change. It believes that communication is a basic human right that defines peopleôs 
common humanity, strengthens cultures, enables participation, creates community and 
challenges tyranny and oppression.  
 
WACCôs key concerns are: media diversity, equal and affordable access to communication 
and knowledge, media and gender justice, the relationship between communication and 
power. 
 
It tackles these through project partnerships, education, training, and the creation and 
sharing of knowledge. WACCôs worldwide membership works with faith-based and secular 
partners at grassroots, regional and global levels, giving preference to the needs of the 
poor, marginalised and dispossessed. Being WACC means ótaking sidesô. 
 
 
WACC governance and membership 
 
WACC is a registered not-for profit organisation with its general secretariat based in 
Toronto, Canada and a continuing office in London, UK. Its key network is its eight 
Regional Associations in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Europe, Latin America, the Middle 
East, North America and the Pacific. The organisation is governed by officers elected by 
and from these Regional Associations. 
 
Between them, the Associations have more than 1,300 supporters, members and affiliates 
in over 126 countries. Membership is open to people of all faiths and those who share 
WACCôs objectives. Members include grassroots activists, alternative media networks, 
media practitioners, educators, academics, church and community leaders as well as 
ecumenical and development groups. 
 
 
Projects and Programmes 
 
WACCôs local, national and regional communication projects and partners bring about 
change in one or more of its primary programme areas. 

 Recognising and building communication rights 

 Media and gender justice 

 Communication for peace 

 Communication and poverty 

 HIV and AIDS, communication and stigma 

 Ethics of new communication technologies 

 Fundamentalisms and the media 

 Communication for ecumenism 
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Welcome to WACCôs 2008 Project List  
 
Advent, 2007 
 

Greetings during this season of Advent from Canada, where the World Association 
for Christian Communication is entering our second year in our operations office as a 
Canadian-based global, ecumenical organization.  After one year in our ñnewò location we 
look back on the changes in our corporate and personal lives with thanksgiving and 
appreciation for the support that we have continued to receive from our ever-faithful 
funding partners. 

This is also the start of our second full year under the new thematic approach to 
our programme work.  Experience has shown us that we were perhaps overly ambitious in 
our first year with nine thematic areas, so as we move forward we are redirecting our 
energies and will now focus on six major thematic areas in 2008.    

One of the reasons for this continued refocus to our work is that the thematic 
approach has proven to be so popular with programme partners that we have had more 
applications than ever for programme support.  Clearly we are on the right track with the 
changes implemented in our programming but we do need to keep our quality of 
programme activity high and therefore we must tighten our focus in the coming year.  The 
broader needs continue as always, however I do not need to tell you that it is impossible 
for WACC (or anyone) to address all of the critical communication development and 
advocacy needs extant in the world. 

Your support in the past has made an impact and made a difference to the world in 
which we live and most significantly to the cities, communities and villages where your and 
our partners work so hard to deliver their ministry within the context of their culture and 
socio-economic realities.  We believe communication is a critical and essential part of life 
in community, as integral as the water we drink and the food we eat and that the 
programmes undertaken by WACC with your support have made ñlife in its fullnessò not 
only a Gospel promise but an unfolding reality for families and people throughout the 
world.  We are proud of our partnersô achievements and humbled by the continuing 
demand for our own mission and ministry. 

Writing this cover note during the season of Advent reminds me of the promise of 
Peace, for Christians through the gift of the Prince of Peace.  During 2008, and as 
reflected in the specific projects contained in the 2008 Project List book, WACC will give a 
particular focus to the theme Communication is Peace: Building Sustainable Communities.   
We deliberately chose the verb ñisò rather than ñforò, ñaboutò or any possible number of 
words as the active verb ñisò most closely parallels our sense that Godôs purpose for this 
world, as witnessed at Christmas, is indeed a commitment to active, engaged, and 
demonstrable peace.  In 2008 we will hold our once-in-seven yearôs world Congress, 
gathering 350-400 active communicators to focus our prayers, thinking, programme and 
actions to making such a vision of Peace a keystone of our work throughout the world. 

As always, thank you for your past support of our ministry in communication.  With 
your support 2008 may bring us that much closer to our Christmas wish to you and your 
colleagues, namely, 
 
 
Peace 
 
Randy Naylor 
General Secretary 
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Recognising and Building 
Communication Rights         

Benin, ú 9,980, xA03-11 
Strengthening Womenôs Rights for 
Development, Organisation des Femmes pour le 
Bien-Etre et le Développement (OFBED-ONG) 

ǒ        

Dominican Republic, ú 20,000, xC13-02 
Defending the Rights of Haitian Immigrants 
through Communication, Espacio Insular 

  ǒ      

Argentina, ú 7,800, L02-42 
Local Network of Communicators, Asociación 
Civil de la Azotea 

    ǒ    

Argentina, ú 16,000, xL02-43 
óReclaiming our Voiceô, Asociación Civil Red de 
Comunicación Indígena (RCI) 

    ǒ    

Brazil, ú 26,000, xL07-28 
One Minute of Inclusion for People with 
Disabilities, MID Institute 

    ǒ    

Colombia, ú 10,000, xL09-16 
Media Strategies for Latin Americans of 
African Descent, AFROAMERICA XX1 

    ǒ    

Mexico, ú 6,960, xL23-26 
Media for All, Centro de Encuentros y Diálogos 
(CED) 

    ǒ    

Paraguay, ú 12,500, L26-05 
Radio School for Local Communicators, Radio 
Viva  

    ǒ    

Peru, ú 5,500, xL27-26 
Defending the Communication Rights of the 
Quechua People, Coordinadora Nacional de 
Radio (CNR) 

    ǒ    

Uruguay, ú 4,000, xL32-04 
Young Peopleôs Voices Matter!, Casa de la 
Mujer de la Unión (CMU) 

    ǒ    

ú 133,000 
Centre for Communication Rights 

ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ 

ú 20,000 
Communication Rights Web Portal 

ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ 



5 
 

Projects 
at a glance A

fr
ic

a
  

A
s
ia

  
C

a
ri
b

b
e
a

n
 

E
u
ro

p
e

 

 
L
a
ti
n
 A

m
e
ri

c
a

 

 
M

id
d
le

 E
a
s
t 

 
N

o
rt

h
 A

m
e
ri

c
a

 

 
P

a
c
if
ic

 

 

ú 40,000 
Communication Rights Index 

ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ 

         

Communication for Ecumenism         
Rwanda, ú 15,220, A35-13 
Overcoming Gender Based Violence óThe 
Tamar Campaign Approachô, Council of 
Protestant Churches of Rwanda (PCR) 

ǒ        

Philippines, ú 7,000, xS24-28 
Equipping Religious and Lay Leaders to 
Become Defenders of Human Rights and 
Peace Builders, Negros Regional Ecumenical 
Council (NREC) 

 ǒ       

         

HIV and AIDS, Communication 
and Stigma         

Ghana, Rwanda, ú 168,420, GI-01 
HIV and AIDS: Towards Eliminating Stigma, 
Christian Council of Ghana (CCG) and Centre for 
Training and Documentation (CFD) in Rwanda 

ǒ        

Uganda, ú 10,780, xA48-13 
Fighting Stigma among HIV+ Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Northern Uganda, 
Entebbe Womenôs Association (EWA)  

ǒ        

India, ú 12,800, xS10-64 
Information, Education and Communication for 
Reducing HIV and AIDS Stigma and 
Discrimination, The Diocese of Madurai and 
Ramnad (DMR) 

 ǒ       

         

Media and Gender Justice         
Cameroon, ú 9,900, xA07-22 
Tackling Gender Injustice in the Media, Nkong 
Hill Top (NCIG) 

ǒ        
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Middle East and North Africa, ú 490,000 
Arab Womenôs Rights and the Media, 
Appropriate Communication Techniques for 
Development (ACT) 

ǒ     ǒ   

Eastern Africa, ú 335,000 
Building Capacity for a Gender, Media 
Advocacy and Communication Rights 
Approach to Work with Refugees and 
Internally Displaced Persons in Eastern Africa 

ǒ        

Bolivia, ú 5,000, L06-15 
Communication Media: What the Women Are 
Saying, Casa de la Mujer 

    ǒ    

Colombia, ú 10,900, xL09-17 
Community Television that is Inclusive, 
Committed and Gender-Sensitive, Corporación 
Proacodema 

    ǒ    

Jordan, ú 2,050, xM09-01 
Arab Womenôs Web Directory, AmmanNet 

     ǒ   

Global, ú 176,000 
Global Media Monitoring Project (GMMP) 2005, 
Phase 2 

ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ 

         

Communication for Peace         
Burundi, ú 4,000, xA06-01 
Promoting Communication to Build Lasting 
Peace, Peace Centre Giramahoro 

ǒ        

DRC, ú 9,000, xA51-16 
Awareness-Building among Young People 
about Democracy and Peace, MIFED 

ǒ        

Nepal, ú 5,000, xS21-09 
Conflict Transformation and Peace-Building, 
Subaltern Forum 

 ǒ       

Regional, ú 16,500, xS01-26 
Communication in Peace: Building Viable 
Communities in Asia, WACC - Asia Region 

 ǒ       

Argentina, ú 10,000, L02-46 
óLetôs Make a Deal: Letôs Treat Each Other 
Wellô, Womenôs Study and Research Centre 
(CEIM) 

    ǒ    
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Colombia, ú 6,500, L09-18 
Young peopleôs Action Zone for Peace, ACJ-
YMCA 

    ǒ    

Colombia, ú 6,500, xL09-19 
Strengthening the Human Fabric for Peace-
Building, FUSFI 

    ǒ    

El Salvador, ú 4,400, xL15-05 
Documentary on the Ingenio Colima Massacre, 
Central American University Audiovisuals (AUCA) 

    ǒ    

Mexico, ú 1,500, xL23-27 
Community Radio Stations as Agents of Peace 
in Mexico, AMARC 

    ǒ    

Peru, ú 4,400, xL27-27 
The Price of Gold: Stories and Testimonies of 
Peaceful Resistance, Asociación Guarango 

    ǒ    

Lebanon, ú 10,000, M11-35 
Documentary Film óAgainst my Willô ï 
Resisting Dating Violence, KAFA 

     ǒ   

Lebanon, ú 8,000, xM11-34 
Documenting Training on Non-Violence and 
Non-Sectarianism on DVD, Lebanese 
Association for Civil Rights (LACR) 

     ǒ   

Fiji, ú 4,000, P02-17 
óStanding in Solidarityô, Citizensô Constitutional 
Forum (CCF) 

       ǒ 

         

Communication and Poverty         
Argentina, ú 8,600, xL02-44 
Popular Communication, La Cantora 

    ǒ    

Argentina, ú 4,000, xL02-45 
Journalism and Poverty, Asociación Civil de 
Periodismo Social 

    ǒ    

Egypt, ú 4,000, xM05-35 
Empowering Egyptian Civil Society, Téléciné 
International (TCI) 

     ǒ   
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Global Programmes         
Global, South Africa,  ú 264,000 
WACC Congress 2008: Communication is 
Peace: Building Viable Communities 

ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Global, ú 32,000 
Publication, Media Development and 
Occasional Publications, WACC 

ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Global, ú 6,660 
WACC and Cinema 

ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Global, ú 100,000 
Critical Situations Fund 

ǒ ǒ ǒ  ǒ ǒ  ǒ 

Global, ú 110,000 
Development Initiative Programme 

ǒ ǒ ǒ  ǒ ǒ  ǒ 

Global, ú 50,000 
Communication Leadership Training 
Programme 

ǒ ǒ ǒ  ǒ ǒ  ǒ 
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RECOGNISING AND BUILDING COMMUNICATION RIGHTS 
 
Communication is an essential human need and a basic human right. Claiming and using 
communication rights are integral to shaping societies that fully respond to human needs 
and people everywhere need communication rights to improve their economic, political, 
social and cultural lives. Attaining communication rights for women is a step towards 
gender equality. Projects will claim and build communication rights for human 
development, social inclusion, and participatory citizenship, as well as creating an enabling 
environment by advancing awareness and recognition of communication rights locally, 
nationally or internationally. 
WACC will consider support for small projects that: 

 Increase awareness and recognition of communication rights as a human right and 
as part of fair and sustainable political, social, cultural and economic development.  

 Promote awareness and recognition of womenôs communication rights.  
 Advance the communication rights of marginalized groups including indigenous 

and tribal peoples, disabled people, refugees, migrants, and others, or strengthen 
their communication capacity through training, equipment acquisition, networking, 
research and advocacy. 

 Enable communities to access and make use of appropriate information and 
communication technologies. 

 
 
 
Benin 
ú 9,980 
Ref: xA03-11 
Strengthening Womenôs Rights for Development, Organisation des Femmes pour le 
Bien-Etre et le Développement (OFBED-ONG), Benin 
In Benin women represent more than 52% of the national population and constitute the 
most vulnerable group of the social stratum concerning questions related to human rights 
and, in particular, communication rights, matrimonial rights and inheritance rights. In 
addition to social, economic and legal inequalities, illiteracy and socio-cultural problems, 
women crucially lack access to information and education and have a limited participation 
in the process of decision-making concerning them. The mission of the NGO Womenôs 
Organisation for Well-being and Development (OFBED-ONG) is to contribute to improving 
the living conditions of women, children, families and vulnerable populations through 
information, education, training, consultancy support, capacity-building, promotion and 
protection of human rights, and through multi-sectoral programmes for social, economic 
and community development, promotion of the family and community health. To respond 
to the situation of women in Benin, OFBED is planning to organise a workshop on 
advocacy in order to mobilise leaders of grassroots communities, representatives of semi-
public structures and local authorities to raise and build awareness of the communication 
rights of women. OFBED will also train 60 women community leaders and 15 community 
radio women producers, and organise/animate 10 TV broadcasts on the issue of 
communication rights of women. 
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Dominican Republic 
ú 20,000 
Ref: xC13-02 
Defending the Rights of Haitian Immigrants through Communication, Espacio 
Insular, Dominican Republic 
Abject poverty and constant political instability lie behind the flight of almost a million 
Haitians into neighbouring Dominican Republic in the last 15 years. The poverty and 
insecurity from which they tried to escape have followed them into the host country ï 
where, whether illegal or legal, Haitians workers are forced to live and work in denigrating 
conditions. Created in 2005 by a group of committed journalists and communicators from 
the Dominican Republic, Espacio Insular seeks to provide leaders of Haitian migrant 
community organisations in the country with communication skills in order to increase their 
networking, advocacy and lobbying abilities and use communication to develop links of 
solidarity between the people of the Dominican Republic and Haiti. This is the second 
phase of a project in which Espacio Insular will monitor and analyse in three workshops 
media output regarding Haitian migrants in the Dominican Republic, implement three 
workshops aimed at designing an advocacy and strategic action plan for Haitian leaders 
as well as providing articles and radio programmes on issues relating to Haitian migrants. 
Espacio Insular is also designing a virtual forum and photographic exhibition on these 
issues and a public act of recognition of migrants and human rights activists in the country. 
 
 
Argentina 
ú 7,800 
Ref: L02-42 
Local Network of Communicators, Asociación Civil de la Azotea, Argentina 
Created by a group of men and women committed to participatory and grassroots 
communications, La Azoteaôs main objective can be summarised as óthe management, 
production and dissemination of actions and activities linked to participatory 
communicationô. La Azotea understands communication as a valid tool to improve the lives 
of people and one which has the power to transform social reality. La Azoteaôs two main 
areas of intervention are training and community radio. The project óInside the 
Neighbourhood: network of correspondentsô will provide training for a network of 
correspondents in order to make visible and to share with the citizens of Mar del Plata the 
situation of men and women living in peripheral and poor neighbourhoods of that city. 
These are sectors of the population that never appear in the mainstream media which 
controls the information that circulates in society. 
La Azotea will train women and men to become community correspondents in order to 
expand and enlarge the existing network and to include in this way more neighbourhoods. 
The news and programmes prepared by the team of correspondents will be broadcast 
through FM de La Azotea, the groupôs own community station, and two other local stations 
(Radio Universidad and FM Residencias). The project also includes the purchase of 
equipment which will improve the quality of the output of radio station FM de La Azotea 
allowing for broadcast through the satellite news services of FARCO ï the Argentinean 
Forum of Community Radio Stations which reaches some seventy stations in Argentina 
and through the ALER satellite to a number of stations outside Argentina.  
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Argentina 
ú 16,000 
Ref: xL02-43 
óReclaiming our Voiceô, Asociación Civil Red de Comunicación Indígena (RCI), 
Argentina 
Given the geo-political organisation of Argentina, all decision-making is taken in the main 
urban centres such as Buenos Aires, Cordoba and Rosario. In these centres Argentinaôs 
indigenous peoples are considered non-existent, as something from the past and are 
thought of in terms of indigence and marginalisation. They are frequently considered 
inferior beings, far from accepted models of what it means to be a successful person. In 
this context, indigenous communities, with the support of a number of institutions, are 
calling for the constitution of a network of more than 60 community organisations 
representing all native people which live and work in five provinces in Northern Argentina. 
This Indigenous Communication Network seeks to strengthen the identity and integration 
of the indigenous communities while at the same time altering the mostly negative 
perceptions and understandings held by Argentinean society. It does so through radio 
productions and leadership training, working with associated stations and by maintaining a 
network of indigenous producers and correspondents. The aim of the project is to develop 
a common strategy for institutions working with indigenous people and for ethnic and inter-
ethnic organisations. 
 
 
Brazil 
ú 26,000 
Ref: xL07-28 
One Minute of Inclusion for People with Disabilities, MID Institute, Brazil 
According to the 2000 census, 14.5% of Brazilians (that is some 26 million people) have 
some form of disability. To different degrees they all experience social exclusion, made 
worse by factors such as poverty, gender and age. Created and led by people with 
disabilities, MID is active at the municipal, state and national level. In this project, MID 
proposes to create a radio programme 'Minute of Inclusion' for and by people with 
disabilities; a news agency 'Defpress' which will distribute news about people with 
disabilities and their organisations; an Internet page which will host and make available 
free of charge all the materials produced by the radio programmes and by the news 
agency. As a result of this project a national network of production of news and information 
of, by and for disabled people will be created. This is the second phase of a project which 
during 2007 produced radio programmes broadcast by Radiobr§s, Brazilôs federal 
government radio station network. During phase one new partners and supporters joined 
MIDôs efforts, among them CONADE, the National Council for the Rights of People with 
Disabilities, the Dioceses of Sao Andres and OBORE (Social Enterprise of Communication 
and Arts). The support of CONADE is strategic since other organizations which advocate 
the rights of people with disabilities will be reached through it and other disabled people 
will become part of the process of production, exchange and circulation of information. 
This project contributes to strengthening and widening of the capacity of the disabled 
movement to produce information and communication in order to contribute as a 
movement of disabled people to national dialogue and work with other organised social 
movements as well as with the state. 
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Colombia 
ú 10,000 
Ref: xL09-16 
Media Strategies for Latin Americans of African Descent, AFROAMERICA XXI, 
Colombia 
Created in 1996, the Colombian Charter of AFROAMERICA XXI - (National Federation of 
Non Governmental Organizations for the Development of Afro Colombian Communities) is 
part of the continental network of people of African descent throughout the Americas. The 
coalition was born as a result of the Inter American Development Bankôs commissioned 
study óPoverty Alleviation in Minority Communities in Latin America for Communities of 
African Descent.ô The project seeks to address the óinvisibilityô of the people of African 
descent ï Afro Latin Americans ï while making visible their cultural, socio-political and 
economic demands. It will use audiovisual and written communication training to empower 
Afro Latino leaders in three countries: Bolivia, Colombia and Honduras. The leaders 
trained will be responsible for reproducing knowledge and know-how among their own 
communities in order to help them develop their own identities and to try and generate 
strategies of work and advocacy efforts at all levels. The activities planned are divided into 
three stages: training, development of strategies and advocacy aimed at governmental 
level and the international communities. The project includes the purchase of equipment 
for groups in the three countries of intervention. The impact of the project will be a more 
positive image of the communities of Afro descent and a better understanding of their 
demands and needs.  
 
 
Mexico 
ú 6,960 
Ref: xL23-26 
Media for All, Centro de Encuentros y Diálogos (CED), Mexico 
Created by one of the Latin American champions of the óOption for the Poorô and 
Liberation Theology, the Centro de Encuentros y Diálogos (CED) is a civil association 
which promotes local development processes and active citizensô participation. This 
project addresses the lack of citizenôs media, which would allow participation, generate 
trustworthy information and be administered by citizens themselves. Public TV and radio in 
the state of Morelos are in the hands of the State and of the political parties. Yet given that 
they are public means of communication their content should reflect citizensô visions and 
interests and they should be a space for information and communicating processes which 
significantly contribute to the sustainable development of the state and its people. CED 
intends to mobilize citizens in the state of Morelos so that they can appropriate public 
media through four strategic lines of work: training of citizens as community producers and 
correspondents for the radio stations; implementation of a radio campaign called óLetôs 
Make Radioô; production of 40 programmes promoting active participation of the people in 
the public affairs of their municipalities and the State; and 20 workshops of citizens to draft 
a proposal to create the Morelos Citizensô Institute of Radio and TV, an entity which would 
be responsible for the four radio stations and the local TV channel. The project includes a 
request for equipment to be used to promote this ócitizenisationô of public media by training 
community correspondents to work in radio and television. 
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Paraguay 

ú 12,500 

Ref: L26-05 
Radio School for Local Communicators, Radio Viva, Paraguay 
Radio Viva (until recently known as FM Trinidad) began its broadcasts in 1995 as one part 
of the Communication and Radio Programme of ALTER VIDA, one of Paraguayôs largest 
environmental organisations. Currently Radio Viva is a cooperative and citizensô radio 
dedicated to public service. It broadcasts 24 hours every day with a variety of 
programmes, all of them open to the different sectors of the community. Radio Viva also 
collaborates regularly with Red Tesaireka which brings together several peasant 
communities stations as well as working directly with the programme ócooperative 
neighbourhoodô of Paraguayôs Council of Churches. This project is Radio Vivaôs response 
to the need for specialised and good quality radio training aimed at community 
communicators from rural zones and the periphery of cities. Radio Viva proposes the 
creation of a Radio School for Community Communicators. The aim is to improve the 
capacity of community and citizens radio stations by training its current members. It also 
seeks to provide this specialised training to new people willing to work in the area of 
communication, citizenship and the promotion of peopleôs rights. The main activities 
include bi-lingual learning modules in Spanish and Guarani around professional training as 
well as equipment maintenance; dissemination of programmatic content on human right 
and preparation of a training manual. 
 
 
Peru 
ú 5,500 
Ref: xL27-26 
Defending the Communication Rights of the Quechua People, Coordinadora 
Nacional de Radio (CNR), Peru 
The Coordinadora Nacional de Radio (CNR) is an association created some 27 years ago 
by a group of six radio stations in southern Peru. Currently it brings together 80 of the most 
representative and important community and educational radio stations of Peru which are 
committed to the development of their communities. For the last four years CNR has 
facilitated the Peruvian Quechua Network of radio stations (RQP). This network is made 
up of stations located in regions where the majority of the population is Quechua. From 
Radio La Salle located in Urubamba, Cusco region, CNR broadcast a daily programme via 
20 stations. It also produces a weekly programme, in Quechua, disseminated through the 
network of stations associated to the networks of CORAPE in Ecuador and Erbol in 
Bolivia. Most information and knowledge in Peru is offered in Spanish. Issues pertaining to 
indigenous peopleôs human rights and by extension to their communication rights are no 
exception. This takes place in a context where most indigenous people, whether in Peru or 
in other Latin American countries, live in conditions of poverty and exclusion, ignored by 
mainstream media and mostly portrayed in a negative way. This project seeks to produce 
and disseminate educational and communicational resources in the Quechua language for 
audiences in Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador for the empowerment of the Quechua people, but 
also as a way of presenting society at large with information by indigenous people 
themselves. 
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Uruguay 
ú 4,000 
Ref: xL32-04  
Young Peopleôs Voices Matter!, Casa de la Mujer de la Uni·n (CMU), Uruguay 
A non-profit making civil association, Casa de la Mujer de la Unión (CMU) was created in 
1987 in order to promote gender equity among the lest privileged sectors of the population. 
CMU was created in order to fill a vacuum and to provide to a space where women could 
receive help and support. Its mission is to encourage and implement activities and 
programmes aimed to promote women, both young and old. From 1998 CMU worked with 
adolescents and young people between 13 and 24 years from marginalised areas ï 
particularly from the La Unión, Villa Española and Toledo communities, in mixed and 
single sex groups. The project proposes audiovisual training and production for young 
people in the above areas aimed at questioning Uruguayan societyôs stigmatization of 
young people from poor sectors. The production and distribution of audiovisuals is 
conceptualised as a way of networking, facilitating exchange and establishing positive 
links between young people in different areas. Furthermore the activities are seen as a 
way to construct identity from the perspective of the young people themselves, challenging 
the negative identity assigned to them by society. The beneficiaries will be 70 young 
women and men. The project includes personal social development workshops, technical 
skills training as well as encounters where young people will discuss their communication 
rights, and dissemination of the audiovisual production. 
 
 
ú 133,000 
Centre for Communication Rights 
The Centre aims to increase awareness and recognition of communication rights as a 
human right and as a part of fair and sustainable political, social, cultural and economic 
development. It will support locally-based initiatives that advance communication rights as 
an essential component of sustainable development and will serve as a global resource 
base to support the recognition and acquisition of communication rights, as well as 
contribute to and enable new thinking and reflection in the area of communication rights. 
 
 
ú 20,000 
Communication Rights Web Portal 
The Communication Rights Portal is an information and knowledge platform intended to 
support the growing awareness and acceptance of communication rights as fundamental 
to inclusive societies and human development. 
 
 
ú 40,000 
Communication Rights Index 
To create, test and make widely available a people-centered communication rights index 
tool that can be used to gather information on the state of communication rights in any 
given region, country or community. This information, can, in turn, be used to advocate for 
specific changes in public communication policy and practice. The index will be built on 
clearly defined, transparent, reliable, widely applicable and comparable indicators that 
approximate a measure of democratic communication in specific contexts. 
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COMMUNICATION FOR ECUMENISM 
 
This area of work aims to support ecumenical and inter-faith communication that reflects 
WACCôs óChristian Principles of Communication.ô Projects will implement communication 
strategies and practices aimed at greater tolerance and enhanced capacity of faith-based 
groups to relate to each other in constructive ways.  
WACC will consider support for small projects that:  

 Strengthen communication practices that enable women and men of different 

denominations to act together to build community.  

 Support communication practices advancing inter-faith understanding through 

representing religious and cultural difference in a fair and balanced way. 
 
 
 
Rwanda 
ú 15,220 
Ref: A35-13 
Overcoming Gender Based Violence ñThe Tamar Campaign Approachò, Council of 
Protestant Churches of Rwanda (CPR), Rwanda 
CPR, in concert with other church organisations and other concerned agencies in the 
country and elsewhere in the world, is very much concerned with the eradication of 
violence perpetrated against women and children. The process of eradicating violence 
responds to the concern for the promotion of sustainable peace both in Rwanda and the 
sub-region. Since 2004, the CPR has, through its Department of Gender and HIV and 
AIDS, developed a programme, intended to lead to the full establishment of institutional 
strategies for combating the epidemic of violence perpetrated on women and children. 

This project aims to build the capacity of member churches of the CPR to put in place 
concrete strategies for implementing a common social action against gender based 
violence (GBV) in their areas of operation. Capacity-building will be done at several levels. 
It will support the member churchesô community based programmes of sensitisation, 
advocacy and assistance to victims aiming at reducing GBV and its consequences. In 
addition, it will seek to influence policy both within the churches themselves and at 
government level in favour of promoting gender equity in all aspects of life. The Tamar 
Campaign breaks the culture of silence about violence against women and children, 
publicly condemns such violence, initiates programmes to combat it within churches and 
communities, and establishes support systems for the victims of violence within their 
churches and communities. 
 
 
Philippines 
ú 7,000 
Ref: xS24-28 
Equipping Religious and Lay leaders to Become Defenders of Human Rights and 
Peace Builders, Negros Regional Ecumenical Council (NREC), Philippines 
In 2006 surveys, the Philippines was the second most dangerous country for journalists, 
next to Iraq and Afghanistan. The series of assassinations and extra judicial killings 
include those in the media, bishops, ministers, and lay workers, community organizers, 
and legitimate militant groups. Though there are lots of organizations in urban areas that 
cater to the needs of the community, in rural areas the church is the only organized group. 
However, Church leadersô lack of understanding of human rights and international 
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humanitarian law renders them helpless. Thus there is a need to empower church people, 
both the ordained and the faithful, by providing them with human rights, conflict 
management, and peace related education and training to further strengthen current 
endeavours. 

The project includes ecumenical advocacy and training on peace-building for church 
leaders, a grassroots convocation on peace and human rights, publishing of information, 
education and communication materials, newsletters, and brochures. Beneficiaries include 
local communities, church people, ordained and laity, such as ministers, pastors, nuns, 
priests, lay workers, and committee members of their respective churches. Their 
importance resides in their influence as opinion makers of the community. Indirect 
beneficiaries are the broad masses mostly from the grassroots of society and thatôs where 
most human rights violations happen. NREC plans to empower these grassroots groups 
so that they can take a stand and defend their own rights. 
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HIV AND AIDS, COMMUNICATION AND STIGMA 
 
Stigmatisation and discrimination towards people living with HIV and AIDS increases the 
difficulties they experience, fuels the spread of HIV and increases the harm it causes. 
Many well-meaning efforts to address HIV and AIDS are insensitive to gender issues. 
WACC supports communication strategies that are gender sensitive to change 
stigmatising and discriminatory behaviour that contributes to the spread of HIV and the 
harm it causes.  
WACC will consider support for small projects that:  

 Communicate advocacy messages for better understanding and greater 

awareness of HIV and AIDS and the effects of stigmatisation and discrimination 

among influential people such as religious and other leaders, educators, and 

communicators.  

 Train church and other leaders, youth leaders, womenôs groups and human rights 

activists in communication skills and developing and using communication tools to 

reduce stigma, discrimination and denial.  

 Formulate anti-discrimination messages and train persons living with or affected by 

HIV and AIDS in communication strategies and tools.  

 Adapt and develop communication tools in appropriate languages including 

vernaculars for use in campaigns to reduce HIV and AIDS stigma and 

discrimination.  

 Communicate grassroots and personal stories on how people are reducing stigma 

and discrimination.  
 
 
 
Ghana and Rwanda 
ú 168,420 
Ref: GI-01 
HIV and AIDS: Towards Eliminating Stigma, Christian Council of Ghana (CCG) and 
Centre for Training and Documentation (CFD) in Rwanda 
UNAIDS/WHO 2007 estimated 33.2 million people now live with HIV and AIDS; over 2.5 
million were newly infected with HIV in 2007 and in the same year despite recent 
improvements in access to anti-retroviral treatment (ARV), more than 2 million people 
died. 64% of those living with HIV and affected by AIDS and more than 75% of those who 
die from the virus are from Sub Saharan Africa. Worldwide, the number of newly infected 
people appears to be increasing inexorably but in 2007 in Sub Saharan Africa it dropped 
from an estimated 2.8 to 1.7 million people. HIV and AIDS still remains a gender issue. 
Statistics prove that both the spread and impact of HIV and AIDS is not random. It 
disproportionately affects women and adolescent girls more than it does men and boys. In 
Africa alone, women and girls living with HIV and AIDS represent almost 60% of the total 
HIV+ people. Indeed HIV and AIDS is not only driven by gender inequality, it entrenches 
gender inequality. Appropriate communication strategies to address the issue of HIV and 
AIDS should be developed and multiplied. The existing strategies have tended to focus on 
individual behaviour change rather than the family, group and community including 
religious community (Church and Muslim) which are culturally influential in the African 
context. A critical component of any communication strategy is the issue of HIV and AIDS 
related stigma which fuels the HIV and AIDS epidemic by sustaining silence and denial 
about HIV and AIDS as well as reinforcing marginalisation.  
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In Sub Saharan Africa, where 85% of Africans are active members of religious 
institutions, religious leaders and the faith community have an important role to play in 
combating the pandemic. In the past, the faith community has failed to challenge HIV and 
AIDS related stigma and demonstrated an unwillingness to engage in any activity that 
could be seen as a dilution of moral standards. However, in the recent years, this 
perception has remarkably changed. There are church leaders, both Protestant and 
Roman Catholic and Muslims who are actively involved in fighting stigma and 
discrimination. But more needs to be done. In 2008 WACC will continue working with its 
identified partner organisations in Ghana and Rwanda and in collaboration with the Africa 
Regional Committee of WACC and its members. Together they will tackle HIV and AIDS 
stigma and discrimination through communication by working with religious leaders 
including women and youth, community leaders, educators and communicators. The first 
phase of the project located in 3 selected districts in Accra and in different parts of Greater 
Kigali will continue in 2008, and will still focus on fighting HIV-related stigma and 
discrimination including its impact on women and girls; on the development, adaptation 
and use of communication tools and empowerment through training in communication and 
advocacy skills to enable FBOs to combat HIV and AIDS stigma and discrimination. 
 
 
Uganda 
ú 10,780 
Ref: xA48-13 
Fighting Stigma among HIV+ Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Northern 
Uganda, Entebbe Womenôs Association (EWA), Uganda 
Entebbe Women Association (EWA) is a non-profit organisation that works primarily to 
benefit the less privileged and the poor. With the rising toll of conflict and HIV and AIDS-
related sickness and death, it is families and, women in particular, who have to bear the 
full burden of care. There exist strong links between poverty, conflict and HIV and AIDS. 
These include: widespread rape; higher incidence of unprotected sex, especially in the 
case of mobile soldiers; an increase in the number of sex workers networking with the 
soldiers, who are the only people with a secure source of income; and early marriages due 
to fear of abduction. The combined impact of HIV and AIDS and conflict on families and 
communities in the region has been devastating: deep reductions in family income; steep 
rises in medical and health care expenses; and declining agricultural production, land use 
and crop cultivation, resulting in food insecurity and dependence on food distributions.  

Clarifying the myths surrounding HIV and AIDS can eliminate stigma and discrimination 
against people living with HIV and AIDS (PLWHA) and can save lives. EWA will implement 
this project through radio broadcasts and other media programmes, targeted posters, 
training trainers and peer educators, encouraging peer support groups and youth clubs 
formation. Reduction in stigma and discrimination will lead to an increase in the demand 
for HIV testing, accessing psychosocial and peer support, an increase in the number of 
disclosures of HIV status among sexual partners, an increase in the number of people 
affected by adopting safe behaviours and positive living. This will change attitudes and 
create actions leading to a reduction in the spread of HIV and AIDS, creating acceptance 
and inclusion, and creating access to services. Beneficiaries will be the Acholi people of 
Northern Uganda who have to-date been living as internally displaced persons but are 
waiting to return to their villages if the Juba peace talks conclude successfully. 
 
 




